
Dear Grand Valley Drainage 
District Resident:

Watch for thisin your mail
Watch for thisin your mail

As you are probably aware, the fee that the Grand Valley Drainage District Board 
enacted to meet the District’s responsibility to control storm water runoff has 
been ruled by the Court as a tax. Because of this ruling, the Drainage District has 
exceeded our TABOR, or revenue limit and must return the funds we collected, 
plus 10 percent simple interest each year. We are fully complying with this ruling 
to ensure that our legal responsibilities to the community are met.

Before the end of April, you will receive a refund check for approximately 68% 
of the total dollar amount paid by you or the previous property owner since the 
fee was enacted in April 2016. You and other District residents will continue to 
receive refund checks for the next 4-5 years until the debt is fully paid. We 
are unable to return all the funds in one lump sum because the District began to 
use the initial fees collected for basin studies, construction projects and other 
expenses required to alleviate drainage system shortcomings. Additionally, we 
are required to pay back an interest penalty under TABOR which is $1.3 million 
more than collected. 

In the meantime, shortcomings in the storm water drainage infrastructure 
still need to be addressed. If not, the potential for catastrophic flooding 
increases each year as the valley continues to grow. The sooner the Drainage 
District can meet its legal obligation to pay back the fees plus interest, the 
sooner we can move forward with much-needed system improvements.

Toward this end, you can help, if you choose, by gifting your refund back 
to the District. This would help move the District closer to repayment and 
eventually being able to improve the storm water drainage infrastructure as 
needed. If you would like to gift back your refund, simply send the check  
and attached letter (as shown) back to the District, with your signature. 
Again, you will receive this check before the end of April. 

Thank you for your consideration. Our top priority is to comply with  
repayment while continuing to meet the community’s storm water drainage 
needs to the best of our ability. We appreciate those who can assist us by 
choosing to gift back the refund.



Grand Valley Drainage District
722 23 Road

Grand Junction, CO 81505
thedrainagedistrict.org

Your refund check is 
on the way.  

Please see other 
side for important 

information.


